The WOW Factor

Our five distinguished Pastel 100 jurors offer insights on what
makes a particular painting stand out in a field of thousands.

BOLD. CAPTIVATING. STUNNING.
ENTHRALLING. EXQUISITE, These are just
a few of the descriptors used by the jurors in this
vear's Pastel 100 to describe their prizewinning
selections. They also mentioned expected attri-
butes such as strong design. textural qualitics.
and a fine handling of values. movement and
color. Once an entry has met these criteria, how-
ever, the jurors have to turn to a more intangible
measurement—the “wow fnctor.”

The jurors noted an impressive range of styles
and quality in every category and lamented the

BY ANNE HEVENER

difficulty in narrowing down the field to only
a handful of pastels. “At a certain point.” says

Landscape & Interior jurer Liz Haywood-Sullivan,
“it can be very hard to place one entry higher than

another. In that sense, truly evervone who makes
the top 100 is & winner.”

Emaotionally Rich

Nailing the essential formal qualities (solid
drawing, skilled handling of edges, strong shapes,
color harmony, etc.) s vital, but just as one small
but glaring technical error can bring down
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Massachusaitts arikst Liz Hoywood-Sullvan fwww
lizhaywoodsullivan.com) finds inspiration for har
landscppa pointings whepever she travels and tapches
workshops Ths ﬂﬂil‘-ﬂ-ﬂil‘lﬂll‘lﬂ pﬂil"llﬂl' 158 i na e
mambar of tha Pastel Sociaty of Amercs (PSA), the
] Connecticul Pastel Sockety and ths Pasiel Pamntsrs
Sociaty of Cape Cod. Her new boak. Pannting Briliiant
Siles and Waner in Pastel, is due for releasa in April
from Morth Light Books (pro-orders are available now at wesw.north
lightshop.coml. Sho currenly sorves as vice prasident of tha Intor-
nationnsl Association of Pastel Socigtios (APS) and is also tho lAPS
raprasantative to American Soclety of Testing and Materiols [ASTM)
Har artwork is reprosented by Vose Gallariss of Bostion snd Montana
Tralls Gallery in Boroman, Moni

Alain Ficord (wwew, plcardstudio.coml sarned & BLA, in

‘, Nusiration from Western Connecticut State Univarsity
H and weani an i study ai the Art Studenis Leagus bn MNew
Yark City. His peintings, in bath pastel and o, have been

i femturad in Pestel Journal and The Artisr's Maganing. His

wark hns garnered 1op owards in axhibitions with tha
u PEA,; the Porirail Society of America and the Connect-

ieut Pastel Sacioty. for which he currently senves as
Pragidant. In 2008, he won Besl Portiolio dsward ot the Partrait Socioty
of America conforence in Washington, D.C. Picard i a freguent swork
ghop instructor and domonsirator for art associations, schools, gollories
and musoums. Ho livos with bis wife snd tevo sons in Southbury, Conn

Award-winning painter Anne MoGrory [wwe.anng
i megrory.com) s a signature member of the PSA, Hear
- wark has boan shown In numarous vanues, including
l, axhibitions with tha PSA, tha Amarican Arfisis Profes-
g siongsl League and Art Ranawal Center's Annual ARC
- Salon. She recolved the Herman Margubles Sward
"- for Excollzncs in the PSA s 3Bth annual axhibitian,
tha Flars GiMTund Mamarisl Awerd for Pestel from tha
American Artisis Professions League (o 2010, end has twice been
o finaligt in Blossorm=Aar] of Flowars, an Intermational arl competition
that includos a twa-yaar national museurn axhibit and towr, Hor still life
paintings hava been featured in Pasiel Journal and in Amocicen Artist
o3 8 covar compatition finalist. The artist llves in Moshua, M.H. Har
work ks reprosentod by Galorie d"Orsay in Boston

throughoul her [ife, but in 2002, she ratired feom a
caroar in the software industry and staried to pursue
paInmng full tima with partlculer focus on PEtel,
Sha won har firel swasrds in 3004 in the Pastal 100 and
SOAtineS 16 QEN AcCEpLonee Snd win pwands i national
‘, 5 _H jutied shiows, Her work has béen published in Bne art
magazines, including Pashe! Journs) ond The Arfisd's
Magasine, and books. Byers is & signature mambar of the PEA, the Pastsd
Society of the West Coast and the Nortinwost Pasiel Sociaty. Sha's known
for har paintings of the local landscape on Whidbey ksland in Washington
Stato, xe wall ps hor oupressive paintings of anlmals—a subject she's aleo
dediceted (o protocting throwgh animal woelfars organizations
A
,,‘-; to move Into painting full time. Sha's o signaiure
mambar of tha PSA. Tha Saresotae, Fli., pritst drows
inspiration fer her landscapas, SeasCapEs and
.}. gilyscepas— randarad (i Both abalract one oD Ssan-
tationsl styilas—Irom fraguant trovels in Eur ope, tha
United States, the Carivbhaan and the Far Esst. Her work has basn
published in Pestel Journal, The Arfist's Magering and other fing art
publications, and hos frequently been shown in national jurisd axhib

tions and reglional art shows. Har work is mpressnted by gallories in
Action and Mewburypori, Mass., and Bald Head lskand, N.C.

>
" - Sandy Byars [weew. sandybyars.com) his anfoyvad orl
=

Jannifar Gardnar (hitpeennitergardner. com) was
born and raisod in England. Whan she mowed 1o the
Uinited States in 1999, she also quit a legal carnar

Beautiful (3624} by Alain Ploard

an otherwise appealing painting. a phece thal
domonstrates masterful technigue con fall flat
o an emodional lovel -:'l.lf. fimal consideration

Porbrall & § Igure juror Aluin Pleard, "= the
emotbonal impact of the piece.”

An wward-winning pastel, then, is the ane that
offers the whole package —the one in which all the
rCTes corte I:!..l1|.’,r.'[|'||.'|. My L Ful.'l: 5 W Pkt i.'1|'.',!-
s till Life &
ere [he pabnt-
ires that L'up-: ;1|||||:|'.|_: e ek i ik ot Bl

that grubbed me on every level
Floral jurar Anne MoGirory. ™ The

ngnin and again, nnd ench time, 1 loend something
new bo love abioat them,

For Animal & Wildlife juror Sands Byers it
wak nlen imiporbant to see evidence ol on artists
creative engagement with a picoe: "Does ik show
originality?” poses Byers, "An exceptional com-
position, original subject or crestive application
of line, color and stvle?” Haywood-Sullivan pul
'.|||'1 WLy £ ['||| .Illllll-.lrl.ﬁ for domue P'.|r|!11||.'|! i ancls

out—something [ hoven't seen before”

Categorically Speaking

Because the jurord i the Pagte] 100 are '.u:-:b'.iny;
-'.|1|_'|'i|||;':-||’.':.' within o sing ategory, e i e
judging criteria is specific to a genre, Abstract
& Non-(biective juror lennifer Gardner, for
instance, found that the entriesin that category

reflecied o broad ||1|:|-r||||.-'..|.| ion of the defini-




Hydranges & Lilles | 27419} by Anmns Melaraiy

gesthetically appealing —seemisd betber suited

for other categories, she gavs, "like landscape

oral.” Gardner suggests that artists may want

Lo consider more carelully the category Into
winich they submit an entry. To be considered an
abstract, she proposes an artist ask: "Does it offor
TR LR P T TR unusuml imterpredation il
a redl form where the elementz of the :~u|||:1||-| L ars
distorted or reduced to simpiifed detail from the
mvare complicated whale? Chr, iz 11 non-cbhjective?
ol i, & I||||.l.' expressivie, non-represental innal
irnage with no basis in reality?

In the Animal & Wildlife category, Byers savs

sive s not only loosking for eolid drmerbnge =i il

ird an mgnging composition, but also asking:
“Does It imbue the essonce of the animal? Dioes the
animal look natural? IFit's in g setting, does the
setting seem approprinte for the story? Iftheres

i setling. is the depth of field expertly handled?™

Jurors Are People
O course, theres an ebement of subjectivity in the
jurying process, whbch (eels right. The cxperienco
of art is highly personal, after all and so its ;-nl_r
nalural that this part ol !|""-'||':"-":-'. ENPETIENCE
as well. Given this sublectivity, Byers offers
o reminder: "I vour work wasn't selected, under-
stand that it mav have passed with a different
group of jurors,.”

Flenty of artists can testily to having paintings

refected i one arenn That were honored in

Firaglfias {24xM4) by Liz Haywood-Sullivan

: L
anctier The lesson being this: Don 't lel rejection
discourage you, Instead, use it a5 a productive

call to aetion. "Let it be o catulyst, Bvers adds

“to look honestly and openly lor wvs Lo ||||-L||

youur work up a notch.

AMME HEVENER, a writer and edotas far more than 20
yoars, has bean the editor of Paste! Journa! since 2006

SEE MORE WORK BY THIS YEAR IURURS AT WWW
ARTISTSNETWORK.COM/MEDIUM/PASTEL/WOW-FACTOR
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